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During all these busy years, 'when the author of the
Silurian System was elaborating Ms -work, and giving from
time to time narratives of his progress in the publications
of the Geological Society, the fame of his labours had spread
into every quarter of the globe where geology was culti-
vated. His term "Silurian" had been adopted and applied
to the rocks of different countries where similar groups of
fossils were found. Thus filie de Beaumont and Dufre'noy
in Trance, Boue* and Be Yerneuil in Turkey, Forchhammer
in Scandinavia, Featherstonehaugh and Eogers in America,

referred to them in the pages of his work. But the confession of his
general obligations conveys inadequate ideas of the untiring zeal and
quite incalculable service of some of these friends. The Rev. T. T. Lewis,
of Aymestry, deserves especially to be had in remembrance, for, without
his generous and effective aid, both in the field and in long and admirable
expository letters, so full a harvest of results could not have been reaped
by Murchison, but must have been shared by other and later labourers.
(See Edm. Beview, loc. cit.)

In the MS. memoranda already referred to as kindly supplied by Pro-
fessor Phillips, he says, " Murchison found in Mr. Lewis a man equal to
himself in field-work, and already master of all the local geology. I had
seen Mr. Lewis's collection in 1836, and often heard his praise from the
Silurian Chief; but by some forgetfulness the record in the great work,
to the foundations of which the Vicar of Aymestry had contributed per-
haps more than any other man, was less full and emphatic than might
have been expected."

On the publication of the Silurian System, its author showed an anxiety
to have the work favourably reviewed, hardly worthy of his position.
He wrote, for example, an urgent appeal to Sedgwick to pen a criticism
for the columns of the Times, and afterwards another entreaty for an
exhaustive article in one of the quarterlies on the whole subject of the
older fossiliferous rocks, the grounds of the request being variously based
on the need of trying to regain some of the large amount of money which
had been expended upon the publication, on the desirability of showing
how necessary a knowledge of geological structure is for the development
of our mineral resources, on the good to geology which might be done by
making the ordinary reading pubh'c familiar with some of the more recent
researches, etc. Sedgwick in a very candid and friendly way assured
him that the book needed DO artificial aid, and should be allowed to make
way on its own merits. Pitton wrote the review in the Edinburgh, and
drew attention to the important co-operation of Mr. Lewis. this biography.
